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has been. The truth of our spirit or feeling is its
agreement with that Spirit which is striving to realise
itself as "that which ought to be" in "that which is,"
and primarily, therefore, in our own spirit. In us, as
spiritual and sympathetic, it finds its highest, fullest,
and readiest expression ; whence our discontent with
the lower grades of existence, with the less responsive
and pliable remainder of "that which is." By a
"spirit" in this connection we may understand a
feeling or sentiment evoked, determined, and charac-
terised by some inexplicable experience or mass of
experiences, by some deep and utterly undefinable
sense of the nature of reality and of our relation to
reality. To interpret and formulate this feeling would
be to interpret and formulate that reality by the con-
sciousness (or sub-consciousness, or presence, or mere
existence) of which it is evoked. The feeling cannot
therefore be formulated, but it may be partially mani-
fested or suggested in some one or more of its infinitely
various workings, and so be progressively revealed to
and apprehended by kindred spirits. From each such
manifestation it would be absolutely possible for an
unlimited intelligence to reconstruct the entire Spirit
thus partly revealed (as a physiologist ideally recon-
structs an organism from any single part), and then
from the Spirit so reconstructed to pass to that view
or apprehension of reality by which that Spirit is
characterised, specified, and individualised. More
than this; even a spark of that particular spiritual
fire may, where the fuel is apt, be sufficient to repro-
duce, not only the whole strength of its conflagration,
but even a greater measure. How many a genius has
inspired his pupils to surpass him; how many an